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Introduction

California Killer Whale Project (CKWP) isa nonprofit group committed to continuing the long-term study of the

ecology, natural history, and conservation of killer whales off the coast of California .

We have archived Kkiller whale sighting reports back to the 1950s and have been collecting killer whale data
in the field off California since the late 1970swith a special emphasis on B i g ¢Toassient) killer whales, Orcinus
orca rectipinnus . We have also collected data on the Offshore ecotype of killer whales since 1992, Resident
killer whales, Orcinus orca ater (specifically Kand L pods of the endangered Southern Resident killer whales)

since 2000, and the Eastern Tropical Pacific (ETP)population subset with researchers since 1982.

Our first killer whale photo -identification catalog was published by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), titled : Killer Whales of California and Western Mexico : A Catalog of Photo -ldentified
Individuals (NOAA -TM-NMFSSWFSCG247), September 1997. Nancy A. Black, Alisa Schulman -Janiger , Richard L.
Ternullo, Mercedes Guerrero -Ruiz This2026 Field Guide is an updated and extended version of our limited
2023 Field Guide . While other killer whales exist in California waters, this guide displays most recently

documented B i g gilleswhales and their well-documented descendants .



Introduction (cont.)

Our focus for this document isto bring awareness to some of the more frequently sighted Bi g gilleswhales in
California and to provide a photo -identification tool for researchers and the general public . This work is
possible due to the California Killer Whale Pr o j ed®+ yeas of detailed observations and data that has

been shared .

ThisField Guide features 271 individuals from multiple matrilines, along with some of their closest associates .
We have arranged this Field Guide primarily in order of their individual ID designations . We hope that this Field
Guide will be used by members of the public as a helpful resource to aid with killer whale identification and to
encourage observers to report sighting information to support our ongoing research efforts. We hope this

resource will help you better understand and love the killer whales that we are trying so hard to protect!

If you see killer whales anywhere along California, please send us photos and encounter details to

californiakillerwhaleproject@gmail .com or submit via our website at www .californiakillerwhaleproject .org.



Legend

Each killer whale isgiven a unique number preceded by 0 C Afbr California . These are based on our original
1997 designations and have been expanded upon since. As with the whales that have been seen in British
Columbia and have been given T-Designations, each offspring of a matriarch isdesignated by their mother's
identification number followed by the letters A, B, C, and so on. Some individuals are given nicknames based
on their personality traits, appearance, or other affiliations . We identify killer whales using perpendicular dorsal
fin photos showing the left and right sides of the saddle patch and eyepatches . Killer whales thought to be
alive are labeled in blue, killer whales thought to be deceased or of unknown status are labeled in dark gray .
Some individuals were first encountered as adults ; therefore their precise birth year isunknown . Individuals first
recorded as mature were assumed to be at least 10 years old for females and 20 for males, and an inferred

mother of an adult male was assumed to be at least 10 years older than her son because females can give



Legend (cont.)

birth as early as age 10. For each of these individuals, we have conservatively estimated their maximum year
of birth (as denoted by a Osymbol) . Within a matrilineal tree, known mothers and their offspring are indicated
by a solid line between the female and her offspring. A broken line connecting a female and a younger
individual indicates that there isevidence of a potential maternal relationship, but it isunconfirmed . In cases
where a matriline or individual associates extensively with one or more individuals, those associates are

denoted in the 0 C| o sassbcyates wi t tor, for more rare individuals OHas been seen associating wi t h 6

sections . ID Number
orives, i s
Cex Unknown
- . . I _____
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CA23s

Closely associates with:

CA10

Obi-Wan
=1964

CA23A1A
2022




CA10: Ohi -Wan

Sex
Male

T-Designation
T369

Birth Year
O 1964

First Year Seen
1984

Last Year Seen
2026



CA23

Sex
Female

T-Designation
T231

Birth Year
O 1976

First Year Seen
1986

Last Year Seen
2026



CA23A A

Sex
Female

T-Designation
T232

Birth Year
1991

First Year Seen
1993

Last Year Seen
2018



CA23A1

Sex
Female

T-Designation
T232A

Birth Year
2004

First Year Seen
2004

Last Year Seen
2026



CA23A1A

Sex
Unknown

T-Designation
T232A1

Birth Year
2022

First Year Seen
2022

Last Year Seen
2026



CA23A2: Erratica

Sex
Female

T-Designation
T232B

Birth Year
2008

First Year Seen
2009

Last Year Seen
2026



CA23A3

Sex
Probable male

T-Designation
T232C

Birth Year
2011

First Year Seen
2012

Last Year Seen
2026



CA23 A4

A

Sex
Unknown

T-Designation
N/A

Birth Year
2015

First Year Seen
2016

Last Year Seen
2018



CA23 A5

A

Sex
Unknown

T-Designation
N/A

Birth Year
2017

First Year Seen
2018

Last Year Seen
2018



Closely associates with *

CA177A
2010

*
CA1TT associates with CA20 and CAGB4, but does not associate with CAZTs



CA54

Sex
Female

T-Designation
T134

Birth Year
01957

First Year Seen
1987

Last Year Seen
2026



CA20: Glacier

Sex
Male

T-Designation
T132

Birth Year
01967

First Year Seen
1987

Last Year Seen
2026



CAl77

Sex
Female

T-Designation
T237

Birth Year
O 1987

First Year Seen
1997

Last Year Seen
2026



CA27

Sex
Female

T-Designation
T135

Birth Year
01978

First Year Seen
1988

Last Year Seen
2026



CA27A

Sex
Female

T-Designation
T135A

Birth Year
1989

First Year Seen
1992

Last Year Seen
2026



CA2/7/A1

Sex
Unknown

T-Designation
T135A1

Birth Year
2019

First Year Seen
2020

Last Year Seen
2026




CA27/A2

Sex
Unknown

T-Designation
T135A2

Birth Year
2023

First Year Seen
2024

Last Year Seen
2026



CA2/C

Sex
Male

T-Designation
T135C

Birth Year
1999

First Year Seen
2004

Last Year Seen
2026



CA2/D

Sex
Female

T-Designation
T135D

Birth Year
2003

First Year Seen
2004

Last Year Seen
2026



CA27D1

A

Sex
Female

T-Designation
N/A

Birth Year
2014

First Year Seen
2015

Last Year Seen
2022



CA2/D2

Sex
Unknown

T-Designation
T135D2

Birth Year
2018

First Year Seen
2020

Last Year Seen
2026



CA2/D3

Sex
Female

T-Designation
T135D3

Birth Year
2023

First Year Seen
2023

Last Year Seen
2026



CA2/E

Sex
Female

T-Designation
T135E

Birth Year
2006

First Year Seen
2007

Last Year Seen
2026



CA2/E1

Sex
Unknown

T-Designation
T135E1

Birth Year
2019

First Year Seen
2020

Last Year Seen
2026



CA2/7E2

No image

Sex
Unknown

T-Designation
T135E2

Birth Year
2024

First Year Seen
2024

Last Year Seen
2026



CA2/7F

Sex
Female

T-Designation
T135F

Birth Year
2012

First Year Seen
2012

Last Year Seen
2026



